[bookmark: _Hlk2158708]SCRIPTURE READINGS:  	1 Thess. 3:1-13 
SINGING: 		227:1-3 – 428:1-2, 5 – 311:1-5 – 101:1-5

Intro: “I know thy … poverty, (but thou art rich)” Rev. 2:9
A. How do you live by your riches while you experience poverty?
      1. It is matter of faith rather than feeling  

      2. It is relying on the declaration about believers being in Christ 

      3. It is by resisting Satan’s attempts to rob you of the sweet comfort  


The Divine Purposes of Good Works
I. It reveals the reality our salvation 
II. It expresses our thankfulness for our salvation 
III. It witnesses more powerfully about salvation
I. Good Works reveal the reality of salvation
A. Consider Paul’s comfort about the Thessalonians (1 Thess. 3:4-5)
      1. What comforted him about them?  (3:9)

      2. What made him assured of their election? (1:4)

B. The renewing work of HS is goal and evidence of salvation 
     1. God’s over-arching purpose in salvation: to restore His image 
	a. Prov. 4:18 But the path of the just is as the shining light, that 
		shineth more and more unto the perfect day!

	b. Phil. 2: 12, 15	 and 2 Peter 1:4-8 

      2. Holiness is not an optional extra in life of grace: it is the whole point 
	of grace!
	a. Holiness is the visible sight of salvation (Spurgeon) 

	b. Christ is so in live with holiness, that He bought it with His blood.

      3. Though holiness is connected to happiness, not all God’s dealings 
	make us feel happy though they promote holiness 


C. Good works also contribute to assurance of your own salvation 
      1. This is only clear when you have a clear grasp of total depravity 
	a. consider Genesis 6:5 – Mark 7:21-23 – Canons III/IV, art. 3

II. Good works is the expression our thankfulness
A. Any resistance to the call to holiness is a suspect sign!

B. The saved are exercised like David: What shall I render unto the LORD for 
      all His benefits toward me? (Ps. 116:12; 2 Cor. 5:14a)
     1. The more exercised the saved heart is with what Christ has done for 
	him, the more their lives will be transformed to live for Christ  
	
	a. Gal. 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, Who loved me, and gave Himself for me. 


III. Good works is the most powerful witness about salvation
A. Life of holiness in a walk of devotion of love is most powerful evangelism

      1. Matt. 5:16: Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
	good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven

      2. 1 Peter 3:1-2; Romans 12:20-21
	a. what kind of good works is Paul and Peter referring to? 


Closing Scriptures to consider: 
Galatians 6:7-9
	Be not deceived: God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]that shall he also reap.  For he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption: but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.  

Hebrew 6:10 
	For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, 
	which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye have ministered 	to the saints, and do minister.

In the court of justification, merits are worth nothing.  But in the court of sanctification, they are precious jewels and ornaments.      Richard Sibbes


