Luke 24:1-9
The Fullness of the Empty Tomb

I. The women’s discovery of an empty tomb   II. The angel’s revelation of the fullness of the empty tomb  

I. The women’s discovery of an empty tomb
A. The historical setting of their discovery (Luke 23-24)

      1. after deeply disturbing developments in previous days

      2. upon early rising & desire to minister to Him for the last time

B. The perplexing discovery of His empty tomb (vs. 2-4a)

     1. unsettling discovery of the rolled away stone (vs. 2)

     2. even more perplexing discovery of the empty grave (3)

C. The spiritual journey of a believer pictured well in the women’s journey

      1. Stage of expectation – anticipation (1)

a. when Christ enters into our life, great expectations are born 

      2. Stage of disappointment (vs. 2-3)

a. way is so different then expected


b. we remain still sinful

      3. Stage of perplexity (vs. 3-4)

a. find “emptiness” where they expected a certain “fullness”


b. experience less of an “earthly kingdom” than expected  (Acts 1:6)


       ♦ only discover of Rom. 7’s reality leads to comfort of Rom. 8’s victory!



II. The angel’s revelation of the fullness of the empty tomb
A. The empty tomb is full: how mysterious! 
      1. Full of the glory of God’s infinite power and majesty (vs. 6a)

a. what’s more powerful than death but God Himself 


b. if God can do this, is there anything too hard for Him?  Is. 59:1

      2. Full of the certainty of truth (vs. 6-7)

a. His resurrection sealed all His spoken words as true (authentic) (vs. 7)


b. recall but doubt none of His recorded truths (vs. 8)


      3. Full of the Gospel tidings of hope for totally bankrupt sinners

a. “Is risen” but also “is raised” (Rom. 4:24-25;  Acts 2:24) 

     ♦ the empty tomb declares that God has been appeased through Christ’s blood

      4. Full of Gospel assurance: Rom. 4:25-25


a. Jesus’ resurrection is the Father’s declaration to all believers: acquitted!

     ♦ the title for heaven is not in yourself but in the crucified and risen Christ

Close:  Glorious day … Jesus is alive and today He is the King of glory!
